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(1) Vessels operating on rivers and
lakes (except the Great Lakes);

(2) A manned barge (except a sea-
going barge or a barge to which chap-
ter 37 of 46 U.S.C. applies);

(3) A fishing vessel, fish tender ves-
sel, whaling vessel, or yacht;

(4) A sailing school vessel with re-
spect to sailing school instructors and
sailing school students;

(5) An oceanographic research vessel
with respect to scientific personnel;

(6) A fish processing vessel which en-
tered into service before January 1,
1988, and is not more than 1600 gross
tons or which enters into service after
December 31, 1987, and has not more
than 16 individuals on board primarily
employed in the preparation of fish or
fish products; and,

(7) All fish processing vessels with re-
spect to those personnel primarily em-
ployed in the preparation of fish or fish
products or in a support position not
related to navigation.

(b) 46 U.S.C. 8702(b) requires that on
board vessels departing U.S. ports 75
percent of the crew in each department on
board is able to understand any order spo-
ken by the officers.

(c) The words able to understand any
order spoken by the officers relates to
any order to a member of the crew
when directing the performance of that
person’s duties and orders relating to
emergency situations such as used for
response to a fire or in using lifesaving
equipment. It is not expected that a
member of the deck department under-
stand terminology normally used only
in the engineroom or vice versa.

(d) Whenever information is pre-
sented to the Coast Guard that a vessel
fails to comply with the specified lan-
guage requirements the Coast Guard
investigates the allegation to deter-
mine its validity. In determining if an
allegation is factual, the Coast Guard
may require a demonstration by the li-
censed individuals and crew that appro-
priate orders are understood. The dem-
onstration will require that orders be
spoken to the individual members of
the crew by the licensed individuals in
the language ordinarily and customar-
ily used by the licensed individuals.
The orders must be spoken directly by
the licensed individual to the crew
member and not through an inter-

preter. Signs, gestures, or signals may
not be used in the test. The Coast
Guard representative will specify the
orders to be given and will include not
only daily routine but orders involving
emergencies, either of a departmental
or of a general nature. This test will be
conducted, if possible, at a time rea-
sonably in advance of the vessel’s de-
parture, to avoid delays.

Subpart G—Computations

§ 15.801 General.

The OCMI will determine the specific
manning levels for vessels required to
have certificates of inspection by part
B of subtitle II of title 46 U.S.C. The
masters or individuals in command of
all vessels, whether required to be in-
spected under 46 U.S.C. 3301 or not, are
responsible for properly manning ves-
sels in accordance with the applicable
laws, regulations, and international
conventions.

[CGD 81–059, 54 FR 149, Jan. 4, 1989]

§ 15.805 Master.

(a) There must be an individual hold-
ing an appropriate license as master in
command of each of the following ves-
sels:

(1) Every self-propelled, seagoing doc-
umented vessel of 200 gross tons and
over.

(2) Every self-propelled inspected ves-
sel.

(3) Every inspected passenger vessel.
(4) Every inspected small passenger

vessel.
(b) Every vessel documented under

the laws of the United States must be
under the command of a U.S. citizen.

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38623, Oct. 16, 1987, as
amended by CGD 81–059, 54 FR 149, Jan. 4,
1989]

§ 15.810 Mates.

(a) The OCMI determines the mini-
mum number of licensed mates re-
quired for the safe operation of in-
spected vessels.

(b) The minimum number of licensed
mates required to be carried on every
inspected, self-propelled, seagoing and
Great Lakes vessel, and every in-
spected, seagoing, passenger vessel
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must not be less than the following, ex-
cept when reductions are authorized
under paragraph (e) of this section:

(1) Vessels of 1000 gross tons or more
(except MODUs)—three licensed mates
(except when on a voyage of less than
400 miles from port of departure to port
of final destination—two licensed
mates).

(2) MODUs of 1000 gross tons or more:
(i) Three licensed mates when on a

voyage of more than 72 hours.
(ii) Two licensed mates when on a

voyage of more than 16 but not more
than 72 hours.

(iii) One licensed mate when on a
voyage of not more than 16 hours.

(3) Vessels of 100 or more gross tons
but less than 1000 gross tons—two li-
censed mates (except vessels of at least
100 but less than 200 gross tons on voy-
ages which do not exceed 24 hours in
duration—one licensed mate).

(4) All offshore supply vessels of 100
gross tons or more—two licensed mates
(except when on a voyage of less than
600 miles–one licensed mate). A voyage
includes the accrued distance from port
of departure to port of arrival and does
not include stops at offshore points.

(5) All vessels of less than 100 gross
tons—one licensed mate (except vessels
on voyages not exceeding 12 hours in
duration may, if the OCMI determines
it to be safe, be operated without li-
censed mates).

(c) An individual in charge of the
navigation or maneuvering of a self-
propelled, uninspected, documented,
seagoing vessel of 200 gross tons or over
must hold an appropriate license au-
thorizing service as mate.

(d) The OCMI may increase the mini-
mum number of mates indicated in
paragraph (b) of this section where he
or she determines that the vessel’s
characteristics, route, or other operat-
ing conditions create special cir-
cumstances warranting an increase.

(e) The Commandant will consider re-
ductions to the number of mates re-
quired by this section when special cir-
cumstances allowing a vessel to be
safely operated can be demonstrated.

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38652, Oct. 16, 1987, as
amended by CGD 81–059, 54 FR 149, Jan. 4,
1989; CGD 81–059a, 55 FR 14805, Apr. 18, 1990]

§ 15.812 Pilots

(a) Except as specified in paragraph
(f) of this section, the following ves-
sels, not sailing on register, when un-
derway on the navigable waters of the
United States, must be under the direc-
tion and control of an individual quali-
fied to serve as pilot under paragraph
(b) or (c) of this section as appropriate:

(1) Coastwise seagoing vessels pro-
pelled by machinery and subject to in-
spection under 46 U.S.C. Chapter 33,
and coastwise seagoing tank barges
subject to inspection under 46 U.S.C.
Chapter 37;

(2) Vessels that are not authorized by
their Certificate of Inspection to pro-
ceed beyond the Boundary Line estab-
lished in part 7 of this Chapter which
are in excess of 1,600 gross tons, pro-
pelled by machinery, and subject to in-
spection under 46 U.S.C. chapter 33; and

(3) Vessels operating on the Great
Lakes that are propelled by machinery
and subject to inspection under 46
U.S.C. chapter 33, or are tank barges
subject to inspection under 46 U.S.C.
chapter 37.

(b) The following individuals may
serve as a pilot for a vessel subject to
paragraph (a) of this section, when un-
derway on the navigable waters of the
United States that are designated
areas.

(1) An individual holding a valid first
class pilot’s license issued by the Coast
Guard, operating within the restric-
tions of his or her license, may serve as
pilot on any vessel to which this sec-
tion applies.

(2) An individual holding a valid li-
cense issued by the Coast Guard as
master or mate, employed aboard a
vessel within the restrictions of his or
her license, may serve as pilot on a ves-
sel of not more than 1,600 gross tons
propelled by machinery, described in
paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(3) of this sec-
tion, provided he or she:

(i) Is at least 21 years old;
(ii) Complies with the currency of

knowledge provisions of § 10.713 of this
chapter; and

(iii) Has completed a minimum of
four round trips over the route to be
traversed while in the wheelhouse as
watchstander or observer. At least one
of the round trips must be made during
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